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Parts of Oswego 
park potentially 
unsafe: report 

ysAW-WEEmEeRAeKlSITE 

Inspector urges 
restncted access 
to Saw-Wee-Kee 

By Peter R. Mober?y 
BEACON-NEWS CORRESPONDENT 

Oiwego 

A U.S. government official has 
found tliat some areas of Saw-Wee-
Kee Parl( have debris tlial could be 
dangerous, and has urged Ihat pub
lic access to those areas be re
stricted. 

Oswcgoland Parlt District offi
cials, who heard inspector Louise 
Fabinsl<i'8 report Thursday, said 
they would put up warning signs in 
the parlt but would consult with the 
Illinois allomcy general's office be
fore taking any other action. 

For at least five years, the park 
district had been putting fill into a 
low area of Saw-Wee-Kee, a 150-
acre recreation area southwest of 
here once used as a gravel strip-
mine and municipal dump, Fabin-
ski, who works in the federal gov
ernment's Agency for Toxic Sub
stances and Disease Registry, told 
the board she found empty drums, 
empty fungicide containers, tele
phone poles, broken glass and med
ical debris in parts of the park. She, 

said the debris could become a 
health threat. 

Recommending that access to 
those ar.eas be restricted, FabinskJ 
also iir^ed fuither study of the de< 
brisirid continued monitoring of 
the grotlridwaler. 
•Vabiriiskrsiid she was disappoint

ed tliat.the board had not acted on 
her report, which she said she sub- ' 
mitted to the board in May. The 
board, by not limiting access to the 
potentially dangerous areas of the 
park, .would be legally liable, she 
said.. 

The park, on the east side of the 
Fox River off Route 71, is used for 
hiking, horseback riding and canoe
ing. The area in question is along . 
10 to 15 acres of hiking and horse
back riding trails in the park. 

Park District Executive Director 
Bert Gray said the district wants to 
consult with the attorney general 
because several governmental 
agencies have investigated the site 
and have made other Hndings and 
recommendations. 

Fabinski called the actions the 
park district has taken "minimal." 
She expressed concern that the 
park district continues to encour
age use of the park's trails. 

Gray disputed Fabinskl's re
marks, saj-ing the pork district has 
spent almost $100,000 since Janu
ary 1991 on cleaning up the park 
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Gray said signs would be put up 
along Saw-Wee-Kee's trails to 
warn people of the potential dan
gers. Fabinski said the signs are a 
good idea, but that more should be 
done. 

Gray called Fabinski's report 
thorough and fair, but said he won
dered why other agencies that in
spected the site did not recom
mend that the park district take 
such actions. 

Earlier this month, the U.S. En
vironmental Protection Agency 
told the park district it found no 

hazardous material at the dumping' 
site. The agency cleared the way 
for the park district to get a permit 
to continuing putting in fill at the 
site. 

In January, an appellate court 
agreed with a lower court rallng 
that allowed the park district to 
continuing filling. The appellate, 
court concluded that two residents 
whose homes abut the park "faiied_ 
to establish that (the district's) con-̂  
duct harmed them or their proper
ty" or thai Ihey were "exposed to 
any grave or immediate periJ." The 
residents had sued for an Injunction 
to stop dumping In the park, and to 
prevent the park district from de
veloping the park until groundwa
ter tests had been done, 


